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All the World’s a Stage:  Performance and Performativity in Medieval England
The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Anglo-Saxon England says that the Visitatio Sepulchri from the Regularis Concordia “marks the beginning of liturgical drama in England.”  This panel recognizes, however, that there are other moments of dramatic narrative or performative force in early English literature.  We are interested in questions that these dramatic moments raise, such as: how is performance used to construct identity, both individually and communally?  What classical or broader European traditions do these dramatic moments draw upon or stem from?  What social or religious bonds are created or enforced by these moments? And how are these moments of drama or performance devotionally productive for both readers and listeners? We welcome papers on any of the following topics and related subjects;

· Drama and pseudo drama 

· Liturgy 

· Secular ritual

· Oaths 

· Speeches 

· Dialogues 

· ekphrasis 

· Preaching 

· Processions 

· Public prayer 

· Public penance 

We hope that this panel offers an interdisciplinary way for scholars to bridge sometimes separate interests—from performance and speech act theory to the history of drama and liturgy. We also hope that this panel will provide a space in which speakers can situate new thoughts on performance within contemporary theory.

  
Please submit your abstract of no more than 300 words by September 15, 2014 to Rae Grabowski (reg223@cornell.edu) or Kaylin Myers (kam448@cornell.edu). Please include your name and affiliation.  Papers should be 20 minutes in length. 
