For Kalamazoo, here are the panel descriptions and contact information:
1. ​Secular Piers Plowman. This session aims to consider the diversity of Piers Plowman’s lay audiences, medieval and modern. Papers may address lay or popular approaches to the poem, the relations between the poem and textual traditions promoting specific lay reading practices, or what a text’s popularity says about literary value in the late medieval context. Especially welcome are papers that bring theorizations of the secular to bear on the range of ways medieval audiences may have readPiers Plowman. How might we describe the secular reading practices of Langland’s contemporaries? How might those approaches to the poem have differed from, converged with, or been informed by devotional and other sacred reading practices? This session will be of interest to scholars of devotional literature, medieval reading, and secularity, as well as Piers Plowman. Contact: Jennifer Sisk, U of Vermont jsisk@uvm.edu, Rosemary O'Neill oneillr@kenyon.edu
2. Langland's Words. "Mercy Madame, what is this to mene?" The library of resources for study of Langland's words has grown prodigiously in recent years: Wittig's Concordance (2001), Kane's Glossary(2005), and Schmidt's “Indexical Glossary” (2008) have joined the MED and the seminal studies by Alford. Meanwhile, critical attention to such words as “loller”, “conscience”, “mede” and “truth” demonstrates the persistent value of word-study as an approach to reading *Piers Plowman*. This session invites papers that build on and extend these investigations. Possible topics include words with unusual distributions within or between versions; instances of conventional literary language, colloquialism, or professional argots; the vexed relations between word and concept in the poem's allegory; sources of the poem's vocabulary; non-English lexis; the transmission and reception of vocabulary items in manuscript and print; and critical reflection on the tools we use to study these matters today. The session will be of interest to specialists on Piers Plowman and also to scholars with interests in language history, lexicography, textual studies, and poetics. Contact: Ian Cornelius,ian.cornelius@yale.edu, Emily Steiner, steinere@me.com
3. Langland's Library. This session seeks papers that engage with the intellectual, literary, and codicological contexts of Piers Plowman*, including Langland’s sources, models, and pre-texts. What was Langland reading when he wrote the poem? How does Langland engage with the material forms of the manuscript? In what ways might Piers Plowman itself function as a kind of book depository? We also invite submissions that explore aspects of the poem’s circulation in manuscript compilations. What else were Langland’s readers reading when they picked up a copy of Piers Plowman? How do codicological contexts enrich or challenge our understandings of Piers Plowman? Contact: Michael Johnston,mjohnst@purdue.edu, Ellen K. Rentz, Ellen.Rentz@ClaremontMcKenna.edu
