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MI 60005 01    Latin Paleography David Gura 
  
The course is an intensive survey of Latin scripts from antiquity through the Middle Ages and 
Renaissance. Students will be able to accurately read and transcribe Latin scripts, expand systems of 
abbreviation, identify, date, and localize (when possible) different hands, and defend their 
interpretations. There will be a strong emphasis on the different varieties of Gothic script (textualis, 
cursiva, hybrida, etc.). Once the class reaches the twelfth century, students will work extensively with 
Notre Dame¹s medieval collection of 288 manuscripts and fragments. Aspects of practical applications 
and textual criticism will be addressed at the end of the course. All meetings will be held in the Special 
Collections Seminar Room. 
 
MI 60034    Cultural and Intellectual History              Thomas Burman 

in the Pluralistic Middle Ages, 600-1600 
 

This course will introduce students to a broad range of modern scholarship and medieval texts bearing 
on four aspects of Medieval European and Mediterranean cultural and intellectual history:  1] The 
movement of texts, ideas, and stories around the across religious, linguistic, and ethnic borders; 2] the 
role of frontier areas (Iberia, Asia Minor) in shaping and filtering those movements; 3] the cultivation 
across ethnic/religious/linguistic boundaries of a common (and self conscious?) 
European/Mediterranean cultural and intellectual tradition; and 4] the energetic, enduring practices 
(despite the three foregoing realities) of difference making that continued to divide people into distinct 
identities. Students will write a substantial primary-source/historiographic paper, as well as weekly 
blog posts. 
 
MI 60400    Ancient and Medieval Theories of Self Gretchen Reydams-Schils,  
 Wiebke-Marie Stock 
 
Ever since Foucault’s groundbreaking studies on the history of sexuality, and especially the third 
volume, Care of the Self, the notion of ‘self’ has become ubiquitous—even though the French 
original was careful not to use the definite article in its title, and thus would better be rendered as 
‘the care of self’ (le souci de soi). In this course we will examine what is considered the core of a 
human being in ancient Greek, Roman, and Christian traditions. What do we mean when we apply 
the notion of ‘self’ to these views, and is it adequate? Is there such a thing as ‘the’ self, and how is this 
notion related to other concepts such as ‘person,’ ‘subject,’ or ‘individual’?  What does it mean to be 
a human being, an embodied being, an ethical being, a responsible agent, an individual, a member of 
a community or even the cosmos?  The course will combine a range of themes that throw light on 
these issues, such as the models of the soul, the relation between soul and body, the role of striving 
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towards some kind of perfection, or ‘becoming like god,’ and sociability.  We will examine these 
themes with close readings of key texts by ancient (p. ex. Plato, Aristotle, Stoics), late antique (p. ex. 
Plotinus) and Christian authors (p. ex. Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, and Teresa of Avila). 
 
MI 60403 01    Islam and the Abrahamic Faiths Mun’im Sirry 
  
In 1965, the Second Vatican Council issued a “Declaration on the Relationship of the Church to 
Non-Christian Religions”, which contains a statement that Muslims “submit wholeheartedly to even 
His inscrutable decrees, just as Abraham, with whom the faith of Islam takes pleasure in linking itself, 
submitted to God.” While the Declaration can be understood as recognizing the possible validity of 
Islam’s claim to Abrahamic status, some scholars have introduced the notion of “Abrahamic religions” 
as a way of associating Judaism, Christianity and Islam as related faiths. This course will explore the 
defining features of the Abrahamic religions that tie them closely together as well as their particularities 
and differences. As the youngest of the three Abrahamic religions, Islam has a lot of things to say about 
Abraham which largely correspond to the Biblical story although the Qur’an also contains some novel 
features, including the claim that Abraham, together with Ishmael, built the Ka‘bah. This course will 
discuss how the scriptures of the three religions emerged within the same cultural milieu, and explore 
their intertwined histories and the ways in which Jews, Christians, and Muslims developed their own 
independent religious identities from their early encounters to the present. Students will also be 
introduced to some basic teachings of Islam. No prior knowledge of Islam is required. 
 
MI 60457 01    Deification in Christian Theology Alexis Torrance 
 
Deification, Divinization, or Theosis (literally "becoming god") is a theological concept that has 
gained widespread attention in recent years. It is often associated with Eastern Christian theology, 
usually with the sense that it represents an exotic view, one which is at best an optional extra or at 
worst an utter abrogation of the Christian faith. The idea, however, that the sanctification of the 
human being can in some way be described as deification is not as marginal or alien to the Christian 
tradition as many assume. Beginning with Scripture and moving through early and medieval Christian 
texts (with special but not exclusive reference to sources from the East), this course will explore the 
ways in which Christians have talked about holiness as connected with deification. We will also explore 
modern appropriations of this language as well as texts that attack the idea. The aim of the course is 
to introduce a rich, multifaceted, and increasingly debated topic in Christian Theology. 
 
MI 60493 01    Varieties of Jewish Pietism Jeremy Brown 
 
Students will survey the historical development, geographical distribution, and theological dimensions 
of Jewish pietism from the Talmudic period to modernity, with a special focus on the Middle Ages. 
Units of study include: ancient rabbinic asceticism, Baḥya Ibn Paquda’s devotional guide Duties of 
the Heart, the contemplative practices and penitential protocols of Rhineland Pietism (Ḥasidut 
Ashkenaz) and Spanish Kabbalah, the Ṣufi-inflected spirituality of Ovadiah Maimonides’s Treatise of 
the Pool, the consecration of sacred fellowships in Safedian kabbalah, and pietistic aspects of Beshṭian 
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Hasidism. Students will distinguish basic patterns in pietistic practice, such as contemplative worship, 
the approximation of divine attributes, exertion in Torah study, night vigils, examination of 
conscience, subduing anger, subjugation of the evil inclination, seclusion, silence, and more. At the 
broadest level, students will assess the place of supererogation and asceticism within the nomian 
theology of rabbinic Judaism. The survey will also aid students researching Jewish theology and 
practice, Jewish-Christian acculturation, forms of medieval piety, and especially Judaism in the 
medieval Mediterranean. 
 
MI 60553 01    Dante II Theodore Cachey 
  
An in-depth study, over two semesters, of the entire Comedy, in its historical, philosophical and literary 
context, with selected readings from the minor works (e.g., Vita Nuova, Convivio, De vulgari 
eloquentia). Lectures and discussion in English; the text will be read in the original with facing-page 
translation. Students may take one semester or both, in either order. 
 
MI 60632 01    Medieval Latin II: Medieval Latin Survey Hildegund Müller 
  
The aim of this course is to experience a broad spectrum of Medieval Latin texts. Readings 
representative of a variety of genres (literary and subliterary), eras, and regions will be selected. Students 
planning to enroll in this course should be completing Introduction to Christian Latin Texts or they 
must secure the permission of the instructor. 
 
MI 60673 01    Celtic Literature: The Stories of Medieval Ireland and Wales Amy Mulligan 
 
In this class we will read and analyze a range of poetry and prose composed in medieval Ireland and 
Wales. The readings (in English translation, but with attention to the original Latin, Irish and Welsh 
languages - no experience with these languages necessary!) will allow participants to gain insights into 
the medieval cultural contexts which produced stories as diverse as those of pious saints like Patrick, 
Brigit and Brendan, warriors like Finn mac Cumhaill, Cú Chulainn and some fierce Welsh giants, 
shapeshifting poet-prophets like Taliesin and Amairgein, otherworldly women and powerful queens 
such as Rhiannon and Medb, political leaders such as King Arthur, and humorous and saitirizing social 
poetic commentators like Dafydd ap Gwilym. At the end of the semester, we will also consider the 
presence of Celtic literature, myth, and tradition in contemporary pop culture. Requirements will 
include an exam, multiple writing exercises, oral presentations, and 1-2 longer papers. 
 
MI 60675 01    Travels to Medieval Holy Lands, Otherworlds, and “New Worlds” Amy Mulligan 
 
Medieval literature abounds with tales of travel. Celtic, Norse, and British authors created an exciting 
array of narratives about journeys through far-flung, fantastical, and holy places, and transformative 
encounters with new people, landscapes, and ideas. While these stories often depict the distant and 
unfamiliar, they also reveal that which is ?close to home,? shedding new light on the identities and 
beliefs of travelers and audience members alike. In this course we will explore the genre of travel 
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literature through a variety of texts, both sacred and secular (adventure and voyage tales, pilgrimage 
accounts, sagas, hagiographies, etc.). In our conversations, papers, and, if students choose, creative 
work, we will analyze the ideas, motifs, and compositional goals that animate these works and examine 
the implications that they hold, with respect to both the cultures from which they originate, and 
ourselves as contemporary readers (or vicarious journeyers).We will read both a range of primary 
literary texts and recent critical essays. Primary texts include the Voyage of St. Brendan, the Welsh 
Mabinogi, the Vinland Sagas, the Book of Margery Kempe, and the Travels of Sir John Mandeville 
(all available in modern English, some excerpted). Students will be asked to write two papers (or one 
paper and one creative project with analytical reflection), take a written exam, and give a presentation, 
as well as to participate regularly in class discussions. 
 
MI 60800 01    Aquinas on the Virtues, Laws, and Politics                                                 Mary Keys  
 
This graduate seminar focuses on many of the politically relevant writings of Thomas Aquinas, with 
special attention given to the interplay between faith and reason, and among ethics, law, and politics, 
in Aquinas’s multifaceted thought. We will focus on selections on virtue, law, and politics from 
Aquinas’s "Summa Theologiae", together with readings from Aquinas's commentaries on Aristotle’s 
"Nicomachean Ethics" and "Politics", and from Aquinas's "De Regno" and "Summa Contra 
Gentiles". The course is open to well-prepared, senior undergraduates, with the instructor’s 
permission. 
 
MI 63467 01    Medieval Liturgies                                                                                   Margot Fassler 
 
The purpose of this seminar is to examine the various sacramental rites in the Middle Ages, especially 
the Eucharistic liturgy, and to attempt to reconstruct them within the context of liturgical enactment, 
architectural space, artistic and musical decoration, etc. The seminar must necessarily deal with 
liturgical texts, but this is only a first step for understanding the broader dimensions of the liturgy. 
Architectural, artistic and musical components will be taken into consideration. Numerous 
commentaries on the liturgy are also an important source for garnering the medieval understanding of 
the liturgy, especially in its allegorical interpretation. A tangential but key element for the 
understanding is the devotional and spiritual practices that grew up alongside the official liturgy. 
Therefore, some attention will be given to these dimensions, including liturgical drama. 
 
MI 63471 01    Islamic Origins                   Gabriel Reynolds 
 
In 1851 the French scholar Ernest Rénan wrote: "one can say without exaggeration that the problem 
of the origins of Islam has definitely now been completely resolved." In 2017, however, scholars are 
more divided than ever over the question of Islamic origins. Rénan's confidence stemmed from the 
appearance in his day of medieval Muslim biographies of Muhammad, which in their detailed 
descriptions of the Muslim prophet seemed to offer reliable historical data. Yet they are also late 
sources. The earliest Islamic biographies date from approximately 150 years after the traditional death 
date of Muhammad (632).The only earlier sources that scholars have to work with are the Quran --a 
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text marked by Biblical allusions and religious exhortation, not historical narratives --and the early 
Jewish and Christian literature that alludes to the rise of a new religious movement in the Near East. 
All three sources -the Quran, and classical Islamic sources, and early non-Muslim literature -present 
particular interpretive challenges.In this seminar we will address the question of Islamic origins by 
appreciating the particular types and functions of these sources. At the same time we will examine the 
debate over these sources in recent scholarship, with particular attention to the theories of those 
scholars who argue that the origins of Islam are closely related to the development of Christianity in 
the Late Antique Near East. In this regard the present seminar is not a foray into Religious Studies as 
much as an examination of a movement (Islam) that is closely connected to Christianity, and of a text 
(the Quran) that itself claims to present the proper interpretation of Biblical narratives. Accordingly 
students are not assumed to have any special background in Islamic Studies or Arabic. They will be 
asked, on the other hand, to apply their knowledge of the history of Christianity (and Judaism) to the 
study of Islamic origins. 
 
MI 63760    Topics in Medieval Art: Art & Science in the Middle Ages           Marius Hauknes 
 
This class will explore the relationship between art and science in the Middle Ages. In particular, we 
will examine the ways in which medieval painters, sculptors, and architects engaged with the cultural 
phenomenon of “encyclopedism” by creating artworks that sought to capture all the world’s knowledge 
in a single visual program. In our exploration of this topic we will consider a wide range of works, 
from medieval maps and scientific manuscripts to large-scale tapestries and the architectural programs 
of the great Gothic cathedrals. Central themes include text-image relationships and the role of pictorial 
techniques, such as allegory, personification, & analogy for visualizing complex ideas. We will also 
examine the representation of knowledge in medieval poetry and see how medieval authors employed 
ekphrasis to create visual artworks within their texts to serve as placeholders for encyclopedic learning. 
 
MI 80219 01    Topics in Antique and Late Antique Natural Philosophy          Robert Goulding 
 
This course will focus on several natural philosophical topics, such as matter theory and atomism, 
time, motion, and causation. In each case, we will consider solutions offered by philosophers of the 
classical, Hellenistic, and late-antique periods, with a particular emphasis on Neoplatonism and the 
commentary tradition of late antiquity. If time permits, at the end of the course we will also briefly 
consider their influence in late-medieval and Renaissance natural philosophy. 
 
MI 83432 01    Origen & Augustine        John Cavadini 
 
In his translation of Origen's *Against Celsus," Henry Chadwick famously noted that this work 
"stands out as the culmination of the whole apologetic movement of the second and third centuries." 
He notes in addition that only the *City of God* of St. Augustine is comparable. This course is a study 
of these two most monumental works of Christian apologetics, one Greek, one Latin, one pre-Nicene, 
one post-Nicene. The goals of the course are to gain familiarity with these works in their own contexts, 
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to compare their apologetic strategies, and ultimately to help to recover them as resources for a renewed 
apologetics appropriate to our own time. 
 
MI 93210 01    The Medieval and Early Modern Mediterranean Thomas Burman 

and Modern Scholarship 
  

This course will both introduce students to the large bibliography of modern scholarship on the 
Medieval Mediterranean and explore some central texts and sources for doing Medieval Mediterranean 
history. It is recommended that students have solid reading knowledge of either Latin or Arabic, but 
all are welcome. 
 
 

*** 
 
MI 66020 01-39    Directed Readings - Grad Various 
  
Offers graduate students a possibility, normally in their second or third year, to work closely with a 
professor in preparing a topic mutually agreed upon. Student and professor must sign a form that 
records the readings. 
 
MI 77001 01    Field Examination Preparation Various 
  
Offers students a possibility, normally in their second or third year, to work closely with a professor 
in preparing for one of their field examinations. 
 
MI 77002 01-39    Dissertation Proposal Preparation Various 
  
Offers students the opportunity to work with their adviser in preparing their dissertation proposal. 
 
MI 77011 01    Nonresident Field Exam Preparation Various 
  
Offers nonresident students a possibility, normally in their second or third year, to work closely with 
a professor in preparing for one of their field examinations. 
 
 
MI 88001 01-40   Resident Dissertation Research Various 
 
Independent research and writing on an approved subject under the direction of a faculty member. 
 
MI 88002 01-39   Nonresident Dissertation Research Various 
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Required of nonresident graduate students who are completing their theses in absentia and who wish 
to retain their degree status. 
 
MI 98200 01    Dissertation Completion Various 
  
This course is a required course for graduate students who have completed 8 years of study. 
 


